
 

Below you will find a list of resource links for the TSI. Use these sample assessments in class with students, spiraled in as DO NOWS, or for 
students’ independent practice. 

 

Online Resource Link Description 

Mometrix Academy 

 

http://www.mometrix.com/academy/tsi-reading-practice-test/ 

 

This link provides sample questions 
for the 4 TSI Reading strands: (1) 
Author’s Use of Language, (2) 
Literary Analysis, (3) Main Ideas 
and Support Details, and (4) 
Inferences in Texts. (feedback 
provided for incorrect answers) 

Mometrix Academy 

 

 

http://www.mometrix.com/academy/tsi-writing-practice-test/ 

 

This link provides sample questions 
for the 4 TSI Writing strands: (1) 
Essay Revision, (2) Agreement, (3) 
Sentence Structure, (4) Sentence 
Logic. (feedback provided for 
incorrect answers) 

TSIPracticeTest.com http://www.tsipracticetest.com/tsi-reading-practice-test/ 

 

 

This link provides sample questions 
for the 4 TSI Reading strands: (1) 
Author’s Use of Language, (2) 
Literary Analysis, (3) Main Ideas 
and Support Details, and (4) 
Inferences in Texts. 

TSIPracticeTest.com  

http://www/tsipracticetest.com/tsi-writing-practice-test/ 

 

This link provides sample questions 
for the 4 TSI Writing strands: (1) 
Essay Revision, (2) Agreement, (3) 

http://www.mometrix.com/academy/tsi-reading-practice-test/
http://www.mometrix.com/academy/tsi-writing-practice-test/
http://www.tsipracticetest.com/tsi-reading-practice-test/
http://www/tsipracticetest.com/tsi-writing-practice-test/


 

Sentence Structure, (4) Sentence 
Logic. 

College Board  https://accuplacerpractice.collegeboard.org/login  

 

This link provides an app for 
sample TSI questions for reading 
and writing that are accessible from 
students’ phone. (feedback 
provided for incorrect answers) 

* Consider creating a teacher 
account and using the site for 
sample questions to incorporate 
into classroom practice. 

Houston Community 
College 

http://tlr.hccs.edu/gcpass/TSIPracticeTests/writing/writing.htm This link provides sample questions 
videos, and other resources for the 
TSI Reading and Writing. 

Brazosport College https://brazosport.edu/students/for-students/student-success-center/writing-center
/tsi-resources/ 

This link provides resources for the 
Reading and Writing TSI. Each 
resource is aligned to the strands in 
both assessment categories. 

Austin Community College http://sites.austincc.edu/tsiprep/reading-review/ This link provides sample questions 
videos, and other resources for the 
TSI Reading and Writing. 

 

 

 

https://accuplacerpractice.collegeboard.org/login


 
TSI Training Writing Prompt 

SAMPLE PROMPT 

Passage:  

An actor, when his cue came, was unable to move onto the stage. He said, “I can’t get in, the 

chair is in the way.” And the producer said, “Use the difficulty. If it’s a drama, pick the chair up 

and smash it. If it’s comedy, fall over it.” From this experience the actor concluded that in any 

situation in life that is negative, there is something positive you can do with it.  

  

Adapted from Lawrence Eisenberg, “Caine Scrutiny.”  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Assignment: 

Can any obstacle or disadvantage be turned into something good? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

REMINDERS: 

- Your response should be 300-600 words (multi-paragraph) 

- Present you information in a clear manner addressing the writing ASSIGNMENT (Position + 

Supporting Reasons=THESIS) 

- Your writing must be organized, and you must connect your ideas  

- You must develop your ideas with rich examples (P.E.A.CH.) 

- Craft your response using varied sentences (simple, compound, complex, compound-

complex), appropriate voice, and text structure. 

- Express your ideas using the standard mechanical conventions (spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, correct syntax) 

- Express a clear point of view and demonstrate reasoned relationship among your ideas 

- Conclude your response with a FRAME strategy 

 

 

Adapted from College Board (2008) 

 

 



 

 
INSTRUCTIONS:  Read the passages below and then choose the best answer to the questions. 
Answer the question based on what is stated or implied in the passages. 
 
Passage 1:  
 

Almost everyone has heard the hit single “Don’t worry, Be Happy” by Bobby McFerrin. 
The song has a very repetitive way of conveying its message. McFerrin’s refrain was that 
everyone can feel happy if they simple choose to not worry. 
 

Living a happy and worry-free life is a wonderful idea, but it must be said that life is full 
of stresses and strains that are often not of our choosing. One of the truest things ever said is that 
only one thing in life that will always reaming the same is change. 
 

In addition to causing us to worry, stress is also linked to the top causes of death, such as 
heart disease, cancer, and stroke. So, achieving happiness in today’s society is often a complex, 
multi-dimensional process. 
 
 
Passage 2: 
 

Abraham Lincoln observed that happiness is a choice for most people. This echoes the 
claims of the Dalai Lama, who state that people can decide whether they will be happy or not 
through self-discipline. So, isn’t the choice simple really? Shouldn’t we choose to be happy? 
 
Being happy is actually an attitude. We have so much to be thankful for. Thank the taxi driver 
for bringing you home safely, thank the cook for a wonderful dinner, and thank the guy who 
cleans your windows. When we give thanks to others whenever possible, we choose the path of 
gratitude that’s leads the road to happiness. 
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Instructions: Use the template below to answer the questions that follow. Answer the guiding questions 
for each passage and answer the questions that follow. Make sure you box the key words, identify the 
two incorrect answers, identify the distractor, and identify the correct answer. Be prepared to go 
back into the text and support your correct answer with evidence from the text. 

 
Answer the guiding questions below about 
Passage 1. 

Answer the guiding questions below about 
Passage 2. 

PASSAGE 1 
 
What is the author’s purpose for writing this 
passage? 
 
 
 
 
How is this passage different for passage 2? 

PASSAGE 2 
 
What is the author’s purpose for writing this 
passage? 
 
 
 
 
How is this passage different from passage 1? 

Paired Question #1 
 
 

Paired Question #2 
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11. The writer of passage 1 would probably 
criticize the writer of Passage 2 for- 
 
a. taking an oversimplified view of happiness. 
b. claiming that people are not thankful enough. 
c. describing people’s lack of self-discipline. 
d. failing to mention the impact of worry on 
happiness. 
 

12. How would the writer of passage 2 most likely 
respond to the following statements from Passage 
1?: “It must be said that life is full of stresses and 
strains that are not of our own choosing.” 
 
a.  people who experience stress are ungrateful for 
the positive aspects of their lives. 
b. Abraham Lincoln and the Dalai Lama also 
experienced stress. 
c. it may be true that we cannot choose certain 
events in life, but we can still choose to be happy 
d. stressed-out people lack self-discipline generally. 
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INSTRUCTIONS:  Read the statement or passage and then choose the best answer to the 
question. Answer the question based on what is stated or implied in the statement or passage. 
 

In the words of Thomas De Quincey, “It is notorious that the memory strengthens as you 
lay burdens upon it.” If, like most people, you have trouble recalling the names of those you have 
just met, try this: The next time you are introduced, plan to remember the names. Say to yourself, 
“I’ll listen carefully; I’ll repeat each person’s name to be sure I’ve got it, and I will remember.” 
You’ll discover how effective this technique is and probably recall those names for the rest of 
your life.  
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Instructions: Use the template below to answer the questions that follow. For each question box the key 
words, identify the question type, identify the wrong answers/distracter, select the correct answer 
and provide the syntax/justification that supports your answer. 
 

Guide Practice 
Box Key Words 

 
Question Type 

 
Step 1: Box the key words in the question, that will 
assist you in answering the question. 
 
1. The quotation from De Quincey indicates that 
the memory- 
A.  always operates at peak efficiency  
B.  breaks down under great strain  
C.  improves if it is used often  
D.  becomes unreliable if it tires 
 
 

Step 2: It is important to identify the question type. 
Use your knowledge of the question type to guide 
your thinking as you answer the question. (ie. 
authors use of language, inferences in texts, main 
ideas and supporting details, and literary analysis) 
 

 
Identify the wrong answers 

 
Select the Correct Answer 
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Step 3: Eliminate all incorrect answer choices. 
Two answer choices are totally incorrect, one 
answer choice is a distracter. 
 
1. The quotation from De Quincey indicates that 
the memory- 
A.  always operates at peak efficiency  
B.  breaks down under great strain  
C.  improves if it is used often  
D.  becomes unreliable if it tires 
 

Step 4: Select the correct answer. Make sure that 
you cite the syntax rule/justification that supports 
your answer. 
 
Answer: 
 
 
 
 
Syntax Rule/Justification: 
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